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The Texas Democratic Convention focused attention on the divide between 
presidential candidates Bernie Sanders and Hillary Clinton. Bernie Sanders’ supporters 
were hesitant to back Hillary Clinton, and some spoke openly of not supporting 
Clinton during the general election or supporting Clinton only if a significant number 
of progressive causes were adopted in the national Democratic Party platform. Such 
causes included minimum wage increases, campaign finance reform, and single-
payer health care systems.1 The debate over so-called superdelegates, Democratic 
officeholders in state and national offices who have a vote at the national convention 
and whose collective support of Hillary Clinton’s campaign ensured that she would 
win the party nomination, provided the most controversial issue. Sanders’ supporters 
pushed for significant reform of the superdelegate system.2 However, the divide 
between Sanders’ and Clinton’s supporters did not erupt into the hostilities that 
some had expected. In fact, the convention was quite tame, a foreshadowing of the 
relatively peaceful Democratic National Convention a month later. The convention 
ultimately adopted a platform that would ultimately mirror much of the national party 
convention emphasizing increasing minimum wage, campaign finance reform, passage 
of immigration reform laws, free community college tuition, collective bargaining and 
unionization of workers, opposition to free trade, opposition to toll roads, a single-
payer health care system, reduction of carbon emissions, and support for a woman’s 
right to an abortion. However, the convention adopted several Texas-specific planks 
as well. Delegates opposed the Keystone XL and Trans-Pecos pipelines, support for 
transgender rights, opposition to school choice programs, increased funding for public 
education, automatic voter registration, repeal of Texas’s voter identification (ID) law, 
and support for gun control legislation.3

Texas Republicans sought to unite the party around Donald Trump as much as 
possible, given that the state convention was dominated by supporters of Ted Cruz 

Musicians practice for 
an evening session at 
the Texas Democratic 
Convention at the 
Alamodome in 2016. 
Democrats from across 
the state gathered in 
San Antonio to develop 
a state platform and 
select delegates to 
attend the Democratic 
National Convention in 
Philadelphia. 
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	 What is a 
Superdelegate?


